Unexpected pathological findings in skills training and assessing skills.
This article draws attention to unexpected pathological findings encountered by students and teachers when examining one another and/or simulated patients in skills training and assessment sessions.Although no literature on the subject was found, it appears to be not uncommon for students and teachers to find abnormalities during skills training and assessment. It is important that both students and teachers should be aware of this possibility and students should be encouraged to disclose any unexpected findings. Teachers should be given guidelines on the appropriate course of action during teacher-training sessions and students should be informed of the possibility of finding abnormal pathology prior to their participation in skills training and assessment.